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Major Points of Interest involving Ethanol Production

· Ethanol use can reduce these smog-forming emissions by as much as 50 percent (as compared to gasoline).
· Studies concludes that ethanol made from corn does indeed have a positive “net energy balance,” particularly if you consider that other valuable products, such as corn oil, are byproducts of the ethanol-making process.
· Ethanol from corn instead of gasoline would reduce greenhouse emissions by 13 percent.
· Ethanol is produced by fermenting (adding yeast) and distilling (boiling out water) from feedstock such as corn, wheat, sugar cane, pulp, and potatoes.
· There is 100% pure ethanol, E10 (which is 10% ethanol/90% gasoline), and E85 (which is 85% ethanol/15%) gasoline.
· Bio-fuels have no net carbon dioxide added to the atmosphere, because the carbon released in the process is recycled right back into the plant material.
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Biofuels are getting a bad rap as stories of rising food prices and shortages fill the news. But the environmental, energy and land use impacts of the crops

used to make the fuels vary dramatically. Current fuel sources — corn, soybeans and canola — are more harmful than alternatives that are under development.
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* Emissions produced during the growing, harvesting, refining and burning of fuel. Gasoline is 94, diesel is 83.
Source: Martha Groom, University of Washington; Elizabeth Gray, The Nature Conservancy; Patricia Townsend, University of Washington; as published in Conservation Biology
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PROS AND CONS

Technology ready and relatively
cheap, reduces food supply

Technology ready, limited as to
where will grow

Won't compete with food crops,
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Uses timber waste and other debris,
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Potential for huge production levels,
technology not ready
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