Unknown Insect Identification Lab

Goal: 

The purpose of this lab is to use the MUDES computer program to identify previously unknown insects.

Directions:

1-We have just finished discussing the major taxa (K,P,C,O,F,G,S) involved with identifying and classifying living organisms. Today, we will take that information one step further and actually do several identifications of unknown insects.

2-To do this we will be using the MUDES expert system on the computer.

3-Around the classroom are several of the insects that you collected, killed and mounted in lab. You need to pick one of the lab stations, observe the unique characters for the unknown insect, and key it out using the computer.

4-Once you have identified the insect, sketch it and write down the characters that you use on the computer. Just click on show marks to have the computer give you this information.

5-After the insect is identified, work your way around the room so that you will identify each of the 16 insects.

Data: 

For each unknown, identify with the taxonomic order, genus, and species. In addition, draw a detailed sketch of the unknown insect and list the characteristics that you used for the computer identification.







Insect Number:______







Order:____________________







Genus:____________________







Species:___________________







Characters used:____________







__________________________







__________________________

