Ilex opaca, Aquifoliaceae (american holly)

Native

Distinguishing Characteristics:  Leaves are persistent, leathery, elliptical, spiny-toothed.  Bark is light gray, usually covered in lichens.  

Major uses of tree and wood:  The wood of American holly is tough and hard but not strong.  It is used for veneer and to a limited extent as pulpwood and lumber. Greatest use of the wood is for specialty items such as fancy cabinet inlays, small

pieces of furniture, brush backs, handles, novelties, wood engravings, scroll work, woodcuts and carvings, measuring scales and rules for scientific instruments;

when dyed black to resemble ebony, it is used for piano keys, violin pegs, and fingerboards [1].

Interesting facts:  Fruit dispersal is facilitated by birds.  Despite the presence of saponins in the leaves and berries, American holly is not considered poisonous to man or animals. When the Pilgrims landed the week before Christmas in 1620 on the coast of what is now Massachusetts, the evergreen, prickly leaves and red berries of American

holly (Ilex opaca) reminded them of the English holly (Ilex aquifolium), a symbol of Christmas for centuries in England and Europe. Since then American

holly, also called white holly or Christmas holly, has been one of the most valuable and popular trees in the Eastern United States for its foliage and berries, used for

Christmas decorations, and for ornamental plantings [1].
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