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Food Chains/Webs
What is it?
A food chain shows the energy connections
between living things.  Leaf >>> millipede is a
food chain that illustrates a millipede getting
energy from a leaf.  A food web shows multiple
food chain connections among living things within
an ecosystem.  A food web for the forest floor is
shown below.

How does it relate to this activity?
The forest floor environment provides the right
conditions for bacteria and mold to decompose
fallen organic matter.  This matter provides energy
for the rest of the food web.

decaying matter
bacteria

earthworms
50-150 mm

millipede
20-80 mm

centipede
30 mm

ground beetle
8-20 mm

mold mite
1 mm

springtails
1-3 mm fungi

pillbug
10 mm

ant
5-10 mm


