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Period ______

Launching A Year of Science – Family Page

What’s Happening in Class?
Recently in science class we attempted to perform an experiment to answer the question; Will a small, medium, or large water balloon travel the highest when shot out of a sling shot? After calculating the results of the experiment and a class discussion we determined that we couldn’t trust the results. We are now in the process of creating a procedure for the experiment so that reliable data is produced. The objective of doing this experiment and the other activities in the coming days is to allow students to become experts on the scientific method. The scientific method is a process scientist use to carry out experiments to ensure that the results, and conclusions drawn from those results, are reliable. In the next couple weeks students will work as a class, in a group and as individuals to perform several different experiments. Don’t forget to ask your son or daughter what they did in science class every day!

What Can We Do At Home?

1. Discuss each step of the scientific method and how it is used to perform an experiment.

	Scientific Method - Basic steps used by scientist in solving problems and uncovering facts

1. Identify the problem

2. Create a hypothesis (an educated guess of the outcome of an experiment)

3. Design and Perform an experiment

4. Record and analyze data collected during experiment

5. State a conclusion (confirm or reject hypothesis)


2. Do this experiment at home with your child.

	1. Find a penny that was minted before 1990.

2. Make an observation of the penny. Using one sentence describe what the penny looks like.
___________________________________________ ___________________________________________ ___________________________________________

3. Put the penny in a cup and pour in enough vinegar to cover the penny. Let the penny sit in the vinegar over night.

4. Record your observations of the penny after it has been exposed to the vinegar. Using at least one sentence describe any changes in the penny.

___________________________________________ ___________________________________________ ___________________________________________

5. Congratulations you just performed an experiment!


3. Check out the following web pages that give many resources on how to perform experiments.

· www.hunkinsexperiments.com
· www.spartechsoftware.com/reeko/
